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he told Lord Odo, the free exercise of his senatorial vote in
internal affairs, and before he went to Paris to explain his
attitude to Freycinet he saw Bismarck to lay before him, too, the
dangers of inflammatory speeches during the discussions on the
new army bill.

These representations were graciously received, and at the
beginning of March relations were so cordial that on the anni-
versary of the triumphant march of the German troops into
Paris in 1871, the Emperor and Empress honoured him by their
presence at a dinner. The next day the Parisian citizen was
able to read in his paper not only the bill of fare, but also to study
the plan of the dinner table, and even the table-talk of the
illustrious guests was not withheld from him. He was assured
that the Emperor himself, in a loud voice, had expressed cordial
sentiments towards France, and that the dreaded Chancellor
had sent a personal message of regret by his son, Herbert, that
he was unable to be present himself. The success of the party
elated the Ambassador, and he confided to Lord Odo that
when the army bill had passed he intended to give a similar
party to Moltke, Kamecke and the other leading military
authorities.

Time after time during the early months of 1880 Lord Odo
Russell observed that the French Government took the precau-
tion of consulting the German Government confidentially
before committing themselves on questions of foreign policy,
and that Bismarck showed a strong inclination to meet French
wishes, and to be as conciliatory as possible,1 but the summer saw
a recurrence of the all-too-familiar Franco-German tension.
Gambetta's influence was rising in France, and although in June
it had been decided to discontinue the celebrations of the
anniversary of Sedan, after Gambetta had made a provocative
speech at Cherbourg, it did not seem so necessary to study
French susceptibilities, and Bismarck thought that it should
be answered by "outbursts of military enthusiasm throughout
the Empire." The Emperor whole-heartedly agreed, immediately
issuing a proclamation written in his own hand authorizing the
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the battle, which was
received with acclamation. Gambetta's fiery tongue was doing
ill-service to those who were working for better relations with
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